
RESULTS OF AUTUMN 2015 BIRD PROTECTION CAMP IN CYPRUS 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
First autumn Bird Protection Camp (BPC) in Cyprus was organised by Committee Against Bird 
Slaughter (CABS) & Stiftung Pro Artenvielfalt (SPA) in 2011. This year it was fifth in a row and 
longest ever. It started on 9th of September and ended on 18th of October. A total of 22 people 
from Cyprus, Germany, Great Britain, Italy, Slovenia and Switzerland participated at the Camp. 
 
MONITORING OF TRAPPING ACTIVITY  
 
This autumn our teams monitored 260 trapping sites. Of the 260 sites checked, 162 sites (62.3 
%) were found active, either with set traps or with signs of recent trapping. 
 
Table 1: Trapping activity detected during autumn BPCs (2011-2015) 
Autumn season 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Duration of Bird Protection Camp (days) 9 17 24 28 40 

No of  sites checked  143 227 247 186 260 

No. of active trapping sites found 99 132 170 135 162 

% of active trapping sites 69.2 58.1 68.8 72.6 62.3 
 
Table 1 shows decrease of autumn trapping activity (% of active trapping sites) this year in 
comparison with 2013 and 2014. Recorded trapping activity was lowest in Famagusta District,  
where 49,3 % of all checked sites were found active.    
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Figure 1: Trapping activity in Famagusta District detected at autumn BPCs (2011-2015)  
In the past BPCs, most of the fieldwork was done in Famagusta District and our continuous 
presence is showing results, as the number of active trapping sites is slowly but surely 
decreasing over past 5 years. It is a different story in Larnaca District, where 72, 1 % of all 
checked sites was found active and in ESBA, where even 94,4 % of all checked was found active. 
Very high percentage of active sites can be explained with a lot of exploring done within these 
two regions. Many areas were visited for the first time.  
 

Figure 2: Main autumn bird trapping areas in Cyprus 
 
OVERALL RESULTS 
 
This autumn we found 3314 limesticks, 155 mist nets and 64 sound lures. Traps and sound 
lures were either confiscated by police officers or if police support was not available, reported 
for further investigations. More than 1200 birds were released from traps. Following our 
reports, 33 prosecutions were made by police. 26 prosecutions were made by APS and 7 
prosecutions by APU from ESBA police. 
 
Table 2: Seized/reported traps and prosecutions made during autumn BPCs  
Autumn season 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Duration of Bird Protection Camp (days) 9 17 24 28 40 

No. of  limesticks  4327 4331 4703 3950 3314 

No. of mist nets  35 113 68 116 155 

No. of prosecutions 1 13 1 27 33 



This autumn we can be pleased with record number of prosecutions and the decrease in 
number of seized limesticks. But the number of found mist nets was extremly high. 
 
EFFECT OF PROSECUTIONS  
 
We were interested to know the effect of prosecutions on trapping activity. To evaluate it, we 
investigated reactivation of sites, which have been prosecuted in the past. This autumn we 
checked 260 trapping sites and 42 of them have been already prosecuted in the past. 35 out of 
these 42 sites (83,3 %) were found active this autumn.  And to make it even worse, 8 sites were 
prosecuted this autumn and shortly after that we found traps set again. It seems like that the 
penalties and the fines imposed by Courts are far from adequate to stop trappers.   
 
CONCLUSION 
 
Results of the Camp are good. We checked a record high number of trapping sites and we 
broadened the monitoring area with making investigations in regions never visited before. 33 
prosecutions made by police is more or less the maximum we could get, considering the 
number of available police units and duration of joint operations.  
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